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SUBJECT: Soviet Bloc Shipping to Cuba 


1. Soviet- ships 7/ith military cargoes were 
continuing to leave the USSH. as of 20 October. At 
this moment we can account for at least 27 Soviet 
bloc ships an route to Cuba. Of these, 13 are So- 
viet dry cargo vessels, most of vhich are believed 
to be carrying equipment associated with the mili- 
tary buildup in Cuba. The remainder is made up of 
2 or 3 satellite ships and 6 Soviet tankers; we do 
not think these are directly connected with the 
buildup* 

2. Nearly 20 Soviet bloc ships are in Cuban 
ports, and about 15 are spread across the Atlantic 
on return voyages from Cuba. 

3. T/e do not have firm cargo information on 
those Soviet ships now en route to Cuba and believed 
to ba carrying military equipment. Sightings and 
photography are not yet available for r.ost of the 
vessels. Preliminary information, hoy/ever, suggests 
that the Leninsky Komsomol — due in Cuba about 24-2 5 
October— may be carrying as nany as 13 crated IL-23 
bombers as deck cargo* T^o similar shipments ar- 
rived in late September and a third shipment of 7 
crated IL~28s appears to have arrived recently (bring- 
ing- total arrivals of these aircraft to about 30) . 
The Bolshevik Sukh&nov — due in Cuba 2 or 3 November — 
also carries 7 large crates which may contain aircraft 
The Poltava, which r ^ill arrive in Cuba about 23 or 23 
October, has one hatch of sufficient size to accent 
meant e objects up to 80 feet lon^. This shin may 
have carried- r.fRS ?.Is/ 1 R3;.Is on tvo other voyages to"" Cuba 
and could have such a cargo on this voyage. 
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Altogether chare are sor.e 27 Soviet bloc ships 
at sea handing for Cuban ports. Of these, 19 are 
Soviet dry cargo ships, iost of which are believed 
to be carrying military- associated cargo. 

Cuba has assailed the quarantine as an act of war 
and followed the American lead in demanding a 
Security Council meeting. There has beea no 
official bloc r. -tion. NATO and GAS nations 
appear prepared to give full support to the US 
oosition. 


Latest surveillance of Cuba shows nine offensive 
missile sites, and v/e suspect a tenth. Tour of 
the M2.3'.' sites ar z operational and the other two 
have emergency operational capability. "Va count 
22 launchers and 33 missiles. The three IP.3M 
sites under construction are expected to achieve 
operational readiness by 1-15 December. Of the 24 
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Cuban armed forces have been placed on ful 


